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I am proud we could get this done for 

our seniors and all who are struggling 
across the country. 

f 

THANKING HEADCOUNT.ORG 
(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and thank 
HeadCount, a nonpartisan organization 
that uses the power of music to reg-
ister voters and promote participation 
in democracy. They reach young people 
and music fans where they already 
are—online and at concerts across the 
country—from Dead & Company to the 
Dixie Chicks. 

Their message is not about what po-
litical party you support or what issues 
you care about but, instead, that, as 
younger voters, you must be heard. 

Let’s face it. The single greatest de-
termining factor to whether or not you 
vote is likely age. That means older 
people often get heard on issues that 
are important to them, which can be 
different than those of younger voters. 

Whether you care about common-
sense gun violence protections, global 
warming, or equality for everyone, 
HeadCount is a platform to help people 
get heard. 

Thank you, HeadCount.org, for all 
you do in broadening our democracy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STEVE AND DIANE 
SPURLING WITH CITIZEN HERO 
AWARD 
(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and award St. 
Charles School Board member Steve 
Spurling and his wife, Diane, with a 
Citizen Hero Award for acting quickly 
to protect the life of a woman in dis-
tress. 

On May 3, the two were walking their 
dog when a woman ran out of her house 
bloodied, falling on the driveway, and 
calling for help. While the Spurling 
family rushed to aid their distressed 
neighbor, a man exited the house 
yelling for the woman before pulling 
out a gun and shooting five times at 
the group. 

Reacting quickly and selflessly, Mr. 
Spurling tackled the shooter from be-
hind, disarmed him, and held him 
down. The woman was rushed to Delnor 
Hospital in Geneva and has recovered 
from her injuries. 

Steve serves our community by pro-
viding educational leadership, and both 
he and his wife acted courageously to 
save the life of their neighbor. The 14th 
District Citizen Hero Award recognizes 
exemplary constituents in my district 
who inspire others with their com-
mendable actions. 

Steve and Diane, it is my pleasure to 
represent you and extend our district’s 
heartfelt gratitude with this award. 

HONORING KEVIN HANRAHAN 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a friend and fellow 
Omahan, Kevin Hanrahan, the Tally 
Clerk of the House. He retires this Sep-
tember, after 38 years of distinguished 
service to the House of Representa-
tives. 

In 1978, Kevin left Omaha with 
former Congressman John Cavanaugh, 
with whom he remains friends to this 
day, and shortly thereafter joined the 
Clerk’s Office, where he has worked in 
the Tally section for the past 37 
years—29 as an Assistant Tally Clerk 
and the last 8 as a Tally Clerk. 

Kevin is a workhorse, not a show 
horse. His depth of parliamentary and 
institutional knowledge is matched 
only by his love of this institution. He 
has played a pivotal role in making the 
process operate smoothly, and his 
knowledge and guidance will be deeply 
missed. 

While Kevin’s upcoming retirement 
is a big loss for his colleagues and the 
House, we wish him and his lovely wife, 
Peggi, nothing but the best in their 
next chapter of life. I am pretty sure 
most of that chapter will be written on 
the golf course. With that, I wish them 
long drives and birdie putts. 

I might also add that Kevin and I 
played rugby at Creighton University a 
few years ago. 

Thank you, Kevin, for your out-
standing service and for being a re-
markable example to your colleagues 
of what serving this institution is all 
about. 

f 

PRECISION FARMING 

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, de-
spite the Internet being an integral 
part of modern American life, there are 
still many rural farmers across our Na-
tion who do not have access to this es-
sential tool. 

The Internet has the power to revolu-
tionize the agriculture sector, and 
North Country farmers have shared 
with me various ways that increased 
broadband access could provide them 
with opportunities for innovation and 
improved agribusiness. For instance, a 
dairy farmer from Potsdam who spoke 
with my office uses broadband to auto-
mate feeding plans for his cows. 

To support our North Country farm-
ers, I will be introducing the Precision 
Farming Act of 2016. This legislation 
will encourage the construction of 
rural broadband connections to farms 
by allowing providers to receive reim-
bursements for the costs related to 
construction. Furthermore, this legis-
lation would put our Nation’s farmers 
first by prioritizing their loan applica-
tions for additional construction. 

To compete in a 21st century econ-
omy, our farmers must have access to 
broadband technology. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION 
(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, 
I want to bring to light the fact that 
we are still trying to get two bills 
passed in the House. How many more 
innocent lives will be lost before that 
happens? 

My people, everybody’s people, the 
American people want gun reform. My 
Republican colleagues are blocking the 
vote. But we need to have a voice. No 
more silence. 

Stop blaming mental health issues 
for mass shootings. The fact is, more 
often they are the victims rather than 
the perpetrators. Anger, hate, and rac-
ism are the main causes of mass shoot-
ings. 

Reducing the mental health stigma 
would save lives, as two-thirds of gun 
deaths are suicides. I encourage those 
who need help, to seek help, reduce 
self-harm, and learn the signs of men-
tal illness. We need to focus on preven-
tion and training, especially of police 
and the public, on mental health, not 
more guns. We need to educate youth 
on how to peacefully resolve problems 
by conflict resolution and anger man-
agement. 

We must change the culture of vio-
lence. Violent images are too common 
in media, entertainment, and video 
games. Learn to have less hatred, more 
tolerance, and focus on what unites us. 

Allow us a vote to prevent terrorists 
and others on the no-fly list from buy-
ing guns and universal background 
checks for guns. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S SUPREME COURT 
RECORD 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Madam Speaker, since 
taking office in 2009, President Obama 
and his administration have taken a 
position in 175 cases before the Su-
preme Court, but the President has 
only won 79 of those cases. That comes 
out to just about 45 percent. 

Indeed, over the course of his Presi-
dency, the Obama administration ar-
gued 44 cases before the Supreme Court 
where their position failed to get a sin-
gle vote. Not even the people the Presi-
dent appointed to the Court agree with 
his position. 

This number stands in stark contrast 
to the results from President George 
W. Bush, who won over 60 percent of his 
cases before the Court, and Bill Clin-
ton, who won 63 percent of his cases. 

Most of the cases President Obama 
has lost have only one thing in com-
mon: the President’s view that Federal 
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